
Spring 2017  Volume 4, Issue 1                                         

 D A L T O N  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  

N E W S L E T T E R  

D A L T O N ,  N E W  H A M P S H I R E  
 

w w w . d a l t o n h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y . o r g          

$1.00 

The Vicinity of Cushman 

From The Caledonian, St. Johnsbury, VT 

Friday, Dec. 4, 1868 

“FIRE AT DALTON. – The store and dwelling house occu-

pied by T. J. and S. E. Ruggles in Dalton, with all their 

contents, were destroyed by fire Friday night.  The 

flames were first seen by a man in Lunenburg, and in-

formation was given the Messrs. Ruggles as soon as 

possible, but they had barely time to escape with their 

lives.  The loss is estimated at $10,000.  There was no 

insurance on the goods.  The buildings were owned by 

parties in Maine, and are supposed to have been in-

sured.  The origin of the fire is unknown.” 

  

The 1861 map of Dalton, from the County Map, shows T. 

J. Ruggles’ store located in the “Cushman” area of town.  

It would have been near the present-day home where 

Thomas & Gladys Landry lived for many years, across 

from Cushman Cemetery. This store was next to Ste-

phen Carter’s Hotel.  The Census of 1860 listed Stephen 

Carter as a tavernkeeper.   

The hotel sat next to Cushman Brook, where it passes 

under the County Road (Route 135), on the south west-

erly side of the brook.  On the opposite side of the brook 

sat a mill owned by Horace Cushman.  The label for the 

mill on the map was preceded by “G & S”, which could 

indicate “grist and saw mill”, perhaps.   This mill sat on 

the site of the current salt shed, now owned by the 

State of New Hampshire Highway Department.   

Many current residents can remember when the dam 

across Cushman Brook created a waterfall, where local 

fishermen could cast a line into the deep hole at the 

base of the falls and catch brook and rainbow trout, up 

to 12 inches long...a sizeable fish for a small stream in 

this area.  The dam was removed by the state several 

years ago. 

 

Remnants of the mill dam on Cushman Brook, next to 
the State Shed on Route 135.  Photo taken May 2013.  
The large stones from the center of the dam were re-
moved, and the  waterfall and resulting pool at the 
bottom of the falls no longer exists.  

Cushman Cemetery also takes its name from the 

same family.  The oldest known burial is dated about 

1814, although we wouldn't be surprised if there are 

unmarked, older graves.  Among the Cushmans bur-

ied here are Rebekah, wife of Paul, who died in 1820; 

Anna, wife of Paul, who died in 1822; C. M. Cushman, 

a Civil War Veteran, who died in 1883; E. F. Cush-

man, another Civil War Veteran, who died in 1902; 

Elisha, who died in 1859;  Viney, wife of Elisha, who 

died in 1818; and Edward P. Cushman, who died in 

1919.  At Town Meeting in 1826, the residents voted 

to fence the burying ground near Paul Cushman’s 

farm.  Again, in 1857, the town voted to spend 

$150.00 to fence the Cushman graveyard with a good 

post and board fence.  

Per the History of Coos County, 1888, “Capt. Paul 

Cushman kept a place for the entertainment of trav-

elers in 1810”. And “In 1845, Willard G. Cushman is 

licensed as a taverner”. 
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Spruce Oil Production in 

Dalton, 1902—1915 

According to “Weekly Drug Markets”, a publication dat-
ed September 15, 1915, published in New York, 
spruce oil was used (and still is) for many purposes, 
including liniments, soaps, shoe-blacking and even 
insecticides.  The U.S. Forest Service determined the 
value of spruce and hemlock oil worth 45 to 60 cents 
per pound.  Most of the production of these oils in the 
United States was done by New England farmers, dur-
ing the winter months when their other work was slow.  
A Seattle company tried distilling oils on a large scale, 
but discovered the market value didn’t cover the cost 
of production.  

The following story was written by Edgar C. Smith of 
Dalton, February 19, 1988.  The story has been edited 
to fit within this newsletter.  

As I remember the story told by my parents, Orrin C. 
and Edith R. (Titus) Smith, my grandfather, Herbert S. 
Titus, moved his family and spruce oil mill, or com-
monly referred to as a “still”, to Dalton, in the spring 
of 1902, from Thornton Gore (south of Woodstock, 
NH).   

In the next thirteen years, the mill was set up many 
times throughout the area.  I don’t remember all the 
locations, but here is a number: one being a short dis-
tance northeast of where Broomstick Road meets Rte. 
135, and on the farm of the late Jonas Nurse; another 
being a short distance in back of the Leonard and Dor-
othy Carbonneau home on Fogg Hill; on the brook that 
flows between the Blakslee Road and the road past the 
Ben Landry Place.  The only site I remember visiting 
with my father was on the Buck farm.  It was located 
west of the buildings at the foot of the hill between the 
Buck farm and the Poole place, later owned by Charles 
and Hazel Tillotson of Groveton, NH.  The brick fire-
place and part of the steam boiler were recognizable 
as late as the early 1930’s.  

A sketch provided     
by Edgar C. Smith     
in 1988, showing    
how oil was distilled 
from spruce boughs.   

I’ll try to explain the procedure for making spruce oil.  
The still would be set up in a farmer’s pasture that was 
starting to grow up with small spruce trees, with other 
farmers near by.  Now the farmers needed all of the 
pasture land to produce enough feed for his live stock 
and was very happy to have the small trees cut and 
disposed of, leaving the area clean to grow grass.  
Therefore, the source to produce spruce oil was free 
for the cutting, and there was a ready market as the 
oil was used in medicine, and in short supply most of 
the time, in Portland, ME and Boston, MA, with a bar-
rel a year going to Noyes Drug Company in Lancaster, 
at the corner of Main Street and Bunker Hill Street.   

 In 1908 – 1910 oil was sold for $50 a barrel (50 gal. 
cider barrel).  When the supply of spruce boughs was 
used up, Titus moved on to a fresh site.  The average 
wage for farm workers was $15 – 20 monthly.  For 
comparison, the Fitzdale Paper Mill (present Georgia 
Pacific) in Gilman, VT was paying $1.65 for an 11-hour 
day or a 13-hour night, on the wet machines making 
laps.   

Now we have cut the trees, trimmed the brush from 
the trunk and limbs, using what was called a “brush” 
knife, made by a local blacksmith.  I believe it looked 
very much like a sugar cane knife or machete.  The 
brush was carefully packed into the steam box, tread-
ing it down after every two or three pitchfork loads 
were spread evenly in the box.  This was done to be 
sure to get in as much brush as possible.  When full, a 
tight-fitting cover was placed on the box and secured 
with long rods and nuts.  Using the tree trunks and 
large limbs as fuel, a fire was started in the firebox of 
the water boiler to make steam which was piped to the 
nearby box, entering it through one side near the bot-
tom.  From here the steam would travel up through 
the brush, rendering the oil and carrying it along in the 
steam out the top of the box, where it was piped 
through a cooling coil located in a trough with a good 
supply of cool, running water.  The condensed steam 
(water and oil) ran from the condenser into a separat-
ing tank where the pure, clean oil floated to the top of 
the water and was drawn off and stored in barrels until 
sold.  

Wood fired 

steam boiler 

Spruce Brush 

Condenser Separating tank 



The Cushman Connection 

Page 3 

DALTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY Volume 4, Issue 1                                         

CONTACT US AT: 
 

Dalton Historical Society 
220 Union Road 

Dalton, NH 03598 
 

Phone: 1-603-837-9120 
 

Email:  
terri@daltonhistoricalsociety.org 

 

ABOUT THE SOCIETY 

The Society’s officers are as follows: 

President: Terri Parks; Vice President: Gary Boyle; Treasur-

er: Jean Abbott; Corresponding Secretary: Terri Parks; Re-

cording Secretary: Connie Russell 

Historical Society meetings are held the second Thursday of 

each month (weather permitting) at 7:00 p.m., at the 

old Dalton Town Hall, 741 Dalton Road, Dalton, New  

Hampshire.  Our meeting/display room is in the downstairs 

rear portion of the building, and can be accessed either 

from the main floor, using the stairs, or directly through the 

rear doors, which are wheelchair accessible. Hours are by 

luck or appointment.    

The section of Dalton known as Cushman took its 
name from the Cushman family, whose roots can be 
traced back to the Mayflower, and to England.  A year 
after the Pilgrims landed in Plymouth Colony in Mas-
sachusetts, a smaller ship, the Fortune, arrived in 
Plymouth carrying about 35 passengers, including 
Robert Cushman and his son Thomas, who was about 
12 to 14 years old.   

Robert Cushman was involved in preparing the May-
flower for its famous voyage in 1620.  While he did 
not sail on the Mayflower, he and Thomas did sail on 
the second vessel, the Fortune, to America.  Robert 
returned to England, leaving Thomas with Governor 
William Bradford to finish his education. About 1635, 
Thomas married Mary Allerton, who came with her 
father on the Mayflower.  When Mary died in 1699, 
she was the last surviving Mayflower passenger.  

Thomas & Mary Cushman’s great, great, great grand-
son, Paul, was born in 1771 in Plymouth, Massachu-
setts, and grew up in Charlestown, New Hampshire.  
Family records indicate Paul moved to Dalton when 
he was about 21 years of age.  Paul’s son Elisha was 
the first Cushman born in Dalton, being born here in 
1796.  However, the earliest census records did not 
show any Cushman’s here until 1810.  Paul Cushman 
was one of the first three Selectmen in Dalton in 
1808, so it seems they arrived here between 1800 
and 1808.  

The Historical Society has not researched early deeds 
to determine where the first Cushman’s lived in town.   
We do see on the 1861 map where Mrs. H. P. Cush-
man resided, which is in the same location currently 
owned by the Keats family, and where many locals 
know it as the “sheep farm”.  On the same side of the 
road directly across from the Union Road intersection, 
and just up the hill on a site now occupied by a ranch
-style home, sat two more buildings, both owned by 
H. Cushman.  The building up the hill was likely 
known as “Cushman Tavern”, per the History of Coos 
County, where it was noted that in 1850, there were 
thirteen deer hanging on the porch of the “old Cush-
man Tavern”, taken by a party of hunters from Mas-
sachusetts, led by a guide named Tom Jerrold of Lit-
tleton.  That building was destroyed by fire in the 
1970’s, and replaced by the ranch-style home.  

On the southerly side of the County Road (Route 
135), sat a house owned by E. P. Cushman.  This 
building has been known as the Edgar and Vera 

The Cushman Farm on Route 135.  

Smith place (below, left) for many years, now occu-

pied by their grandson, Bryant Smith.  E. P. Cushman 

also owned a blacksmith shop located nearby on the 

easterly side of Union Road, just off the County Road. 

By the 1892 map, E. P. Cushman had moved his home 

and blacksmith shop to the Jacob Barrows place at the 

corner of Blakslee Road and the County Road.  


