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The area along Route 142 (the road to Whitefield), 

near the intersection of Martin Meadow Pond Road, has 

long been known as Scott’s Junction.  Some maps are 

labeled Scott P.O. (the Post Office in it’s day), or simp-

ly Scott’s.  The railroads were built between 1870 and 

1877.  Businesses and farmers alike found a mode of 

transportation to send their goods to places like Port-

land, Maine, and Boston, Massachusetts, as well as 

bringing supplies and materials back to the region to 

improve their lives.  Trains also carried passengers to 

and from the North Country, boosting tourism in the 

area.   

Milk was brought in jugs by local farmers to the train 

station to be loaded on the cars and shipped to Boston.  

The milk companies down south started requiring the 

milk to be put in “bulk tanks” and refrigerated at the 

station, as well as on the trains.  Scott’s had a “milk 

station” which was operated by Robert Weare, also the 

Station Agent at the time.  Ezra Tucker, a local busi-

nessman, took over the milk station.  

Mr. Tucker’s son, Melvin, provided much information 

about Scott’s Junction, in 1983.  Melvin grew up there, 

living on Tucker Road just over the Lancaster Town 

Line, and later at the old Nathaniel P. Scott place, 

where Ezra and Lettie Tucker had a general store.  

Melvin described the signal tower at the train station 

with great detail.  Because there was no electricity, the  

steel control cables were run underground, below the 

tracks and platforms, into the station.  There were 

large levers in the office used to control the signals, 

through a system of pipes and pulleys.  There was a 

great need for diligent signaling, since there were two 

main railroad lines crossing here.  There were times 

when 30 to 40 trains passed through the junction in a 

day, including freight, passenger, work trains and 

“special” trains.   

(continued next page) 

Scott’s Junction & Vicinity 

Above, Scott’s Junction (also called Scott P.O.), in 

1892. Both the Maine Central Railroad, and Concord 

and Montreal Railroad crossed each other’s tracks 

near the Johns River.  There was also a Post Office, 

School House, and store, built by Nathaniel P. Scott.  

A view of Scott’s Junction, around 1930. 



Scott’s Junction & Vicinity 
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According to a newspaper article from February 

1888:  “There will be over 3000 cords of wood cut 

and drawn to the railroad from this town this sea-

son.” 

Many local farmers hauled their crops and raw milk 

to Scott’s train station, as well as Dalton Station.  

Potatoes and carrots by the bushel would be sent on 

their way to towns and cities “downstate”.  

The milk station required a large ice house to keep 

the milk cold before electricity was brought into 

town.  Ezra Tucker would cut ice at Clark Pond.  Lo-

cal men would get paid from 25 to 50 cents per hour 

to assist him.  

In Melvin Tucker’s letter to the Historical Society in 

1983, he described the home his father, Ezra, pur-

chased about 1922.  It was a 16-room house, likely 

built after 1861, since there was no building depict-

ed on the site on the 1861 Coos County Map.  

Melvin had been told that Nathaniel P. Scott built the 

house with lumber sawed from his own mill, located 

on a large meadow by the brook across from the 

former Barbara Brooks home, in the “hollow” below 

the Martin Meadow Pond Road intersection.  

“The present large house was very well planned and 

constructed, split granite foundation and the outside 

walls were back plastered, as it was called.  That 

means two sets of wood lathe, two separate layers 

of plaster, resulting in two “dead air spaces”.  This 

was ideal insulation for those days – no chance of 

damaging, condensation, etc. like found in some 

modern houses, especially rock-wool jobs!  The main 

outside corner boards are more than just boards, as 

usual, but are really a panel, including a trim all 

around them.  The upstairs corridor is built with 

curves to accommodate the stairs and various 

rooms; unusual!” 

Former Tucker’s Store, above, about 1984.                      

Below, 2015   

The Scott Post Office was located at one time in Barbara 

Brooks’ home, where her grandmother, Mrs. Crane, was 

postmistress.  Prior to that, the Post Office was at the 

railroad station.  Melvin Tucker’s mother, Lettie, saved 

the set of old “pigeon holes” that held peoples’ mail, 

probably at the time they tore the railroad station down 

in the 1940’s.   

Ezra Tucker bought the milk station at the Depot, and 

moved it to a location across the road from the Nathaniel 

P. Scott house, to be used as a garage.  At a later date, 

Melvin’s sister, Bernice Shallow, had the building moved 

to use for her own house.   
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Scott’s Junction railroad station, as seen from  

Tucker’s Store (near Martin Meadow Pond Road). 

 

Lettie & Ezra Tucker, at Tucker’s Store.  Mr. & Mrs. 

Tucker are buried in the cemetery on Martin Meadow 

Pond Road, just over the Lancaster town line.  She 

died in 1955, while he died in 1962. Son, Melvin, 

was buried in the same lot in 1990.   

The sign shown in the above photo has been on the 

wall inside the Dalton Town Hall for many years.  It 

was found in a gift shop in St. Johnsbury VT in the 

1980’s.  Floyd Stewart of Dalton made a deal with 

the owners to acquire the original, if he provided a 

replica, on which Terri Parks painted the lettering.  

Floyd donated the original sign to the Dalton Histori-

cal Society.  

Besides several farms in the area of the junction, 

there was a starch mill, saw mills, slaughterhouse, a 

copper mine and even a gold mine nearby.  

School at Scott’s Junction. 

In April 1899: “J. H. Aldrich and W. J. Baker are repair-
ing the interior of the school house at No. 5 by laying a 
new floor and sheathing the walls and ceiling.” 

The school at Scott’s Junction is still in use as a home 
today.  
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ABOUT THE SOCIETY 

The Society’s officers are as follows: 

President: Terri Parks; Vice President: Gary Boyle; 

Treasurer: Jean Abbott; Corresponding Secretary: Terri 

Parks; Recording Secretary: Connie Russell 

Historical Society meetings are held the second Thurs-

day of each month (weather permitting) at 7:00 

p.m., at the old Dalton Town Hall, 741 Dalton 

Road, Dalton, New Hampshire.  Our meeting/display 

room is in the downstairs rear portion of the building, 

and can be accessed either from the main floor, using 

the stairs, or directly through the rear doors, which are 

wheelchair accessible. Hours are by luck or appoint-

ment.    


